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Mr. Otto Peter, President, 

Durham Region Field Naturalists 

P.O. Box 54031 

8 King Street East 

Oshawa, Ontario  L1H 1A9  

Dear President, Executive, Members& Past Members: 

  

On behalf of City Council and the citizens of the City of Oshawa, I am very pleased to bring greetings and 

best wishes on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Durham Region Field Naturalists.  I am also very 

happy to express the appreciation of all our citizens for the dedication and interest of your members, past 

and present, who have contributed to the preservation and enjoyment of our natural heritage. 

  

Though Oshawa is a major industrial centre, we take great pride in our tremendous efforts in the 

preservation of invaluable open spaces and habitats such as the Oshawa Second Marsh, the McLaughlin 

Bay Wildlife Reserve, the Pumphouse Marsh, the Oshawa Creek Valley and our trail systems.  Most 

recently the city acquired the Harmony Valley and Cedar Valley conservation areas. 

  

The City’s Official Plan and Naturalization Policy provides for the long term protection of many natural 

heritage features and guides the city in the future protection of these special areas.  Over the past ten 

years, the City of Oshawa has participated in Communities in Bloom and has won Provincial, National and, 

in 2004, International recognition.  Much of the credit for our success relates to the extensive natural 

heritage of the city, the policies to protect them and the partnerships of groups such as the Durham Region 

Field Naturalists and Friends of the Second Marsh.  This legacy is the gift, in no small measure to the 

hours of study and love of nature which many of you here today exemplify and have the distinction as 

mentors throughout the region and Canada. 

  

Please accept our best wishes and heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of your 50th Anniversary and 

thank you for your continued dedication to the environment and its inhabitants. 

  

Yours truly, 

 

 

John Gray 

Mayor 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY OF OSHAWA 

50 CENTRE STREET SOUTH 

OSHAWA, ONTARIO 

L1H 3Z7 

TELEPHONE      (905) 436-5600 

FAX                     (905) 436-3884 

E-MAIL:  jgray@city.oshawa.on.ca 
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A word from our President…. 

 

Fifty years ago, a small group of nine avid naturalists, some in their teens, 

decided to form a field naturalists’ club in Oshawa. After a couple of 

planning meetings, a founding meeting was held in March, 1955, and the 

small but ambitious group grew to about 37 people. By the end of the year, 

the membership was at 48 individuals. This dedicated group wanted to 

share their interests with others through presentations, field trips and 

written articles. I am sure if you had asked those founding members how 

long a club like this would last, most of them would never have guessed 50 

years. 

 

The reason the Club has lasted so long is the ongoing number of hard-

working, dedicated individuals who have served on the Executive or served 

as volunteers and helped the Club in their own ways. Many people came 

and went. As some left, others stepped up and filled the void so the Club 

could continue. That is one of the reasons we are having the 50th 

Anniversary event; so we can gather together and honour many of those 

people. 

 

The one constant over the years has been the Club motto, “Conservation 

through Education”. You can look back through past copies of the 

newsletter articles, Executive minutes and see that the Oshawa Naturalists’ 

Club, which became the Durham Region Field Naturalists, was not just a 

birders club. There were many members then and now that share an 

interest in a wide variety of natural history appreciation and in conservation. 

I feel confident that because of DRFN members, much more of our natural 

heritage assets in Durham Region have been preserved for the enjoyment 

of the greater community and for generations yet to come. 

 

It is interesting to note that as one active individual has left the Club, others 

step in to take their place and to carry on the tradition. My fervent hope is 

that this will continue and that the DRFN can celebrate their 100th year of 

continuous activity someday in the future. 

 

Thank you to all past and current members who have served so admirably 

over the past 50 years. 

 

Otto Peter, 

President, DRFN 



 

Congratulations from John Theberge 

    Congratulations to the Durham Region Field Naturalists (Oshawa 

Naturalists’ Club) on your 50th Anniversary. I think back fondly to the 

original members of the Club who helped stimulate my interest in nature 

that became my career as a wildlife ecologist. I still have the newspaper 

clipping from the Oshawa Times reporting on the Christmas bird census 

of 1953 that Glenn Owen Bill Neal and I undertook, with our request at 

the end of the article for people interested in starting a naturalist club to 

contact me. Don Rice was one of those who did, and he played the key 

leadership role in getting the Club organized, and acting as its first 

President. 

    Naturalist Clubs have an important role to play, on the front line of 

defending what its members care about – nature. As part of the 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists, your club has strengthened the hand of 

professional lobbyists for environmental protection. In the Durham 

Region, much has been protected – the marshes of considerable 

significance. There is more to do, with the opportunity to build a first 

class nature interpretive centre. 

    As youths, my friends and I used to sneak in behind the No 

Trespassing signs of the Oshawa Harbour Commission to do our 

birdwatching. Today, the Second and Third marshes are largely in public 

hands. 

    I hope that you go on into the next 50 years with programs that will 

attract and inspire more youth, and that you continue your work in 

protecting the wild or semi-wild places in the Durham Region. 

John B. Theberge 

Oliver, British Columbia 

 

Reflections by Roy Fleming  

I’ve been a continuously paid up member of the club for 50 years. While 

some things have changed, we still look for birds. My life as a naturalist 

was a little different as I kept bird dogs.  

Today, there are more speakers, slides and discussions than before. 

There were a number of other conservation clubs in the area, but they 

have faded away. I remember George Scott; he was a brain when it 

came to birds and he knew all the wild plants. 

 

 



A Brief History 

Arthur Slyfield, a High School teacher at Oshawa Collegiate and 

Vocational Institute started a small ‘nature club’ of students, under the 

name ‘Burroughs Field Naturalists’ Club’ in 1927. The club was too 

early to be affiliated with the F.O.N., but was part of the Audubon 

Society of America (U.S.A.) 

While little is known of their meetings and outings, Arthur and his 

students did conduct Christmas Bird Counts, and we have published 

accounts of their findings for at least four years from 1927 through 

1949. Their first count was published in Bird Lore magazine in 1928 

and at least three others were published in Audubon Field Notes. 

From the late 1940’s onwards then, there was a void in activity. In 

1953, teenagers, John Theberge, Bill Neal and Glenn Owen conceived 

of the idea to start a nature club after reading something in the 

newspaper about the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. The boys talked 

to a number of people they were aware of who were ‘birdwatchers’; 

people like neighbors, Don Rice, Ora Sands, Win McRae and George 

Scott and between them, they amassed a list of names of about 20 

people they thought might be interested in such a club.  

On March 9, 1955, an informal meeting was held at the McRae home 

and Don Rice volunteered to act as Chair. Contact was made with the 

F.O.N., and a meeting was held at Adelaide House (Y.W.C.A.) on 

March 17 with a number of local people present (see ‘Founders List’) 

and representatives from the Federation; Marshall Bartman and 

W.W.H. Gunn. They established that the inaugural meeting of the 

Oshawa Naturalsists’ Club would be held at the Community Recreation 

Association building on Gibb Street on March 29. 

Posters, hand-made by John were distributed to schools, the library 

and at a few stores in Oshawa. Don Rice had arranged for a small 

newspaper ad and a spot on local radio. There were 37 people present 

at the ‘founding’ meeting, and although minutes were kept, there was 

no record of who these people were and how many memberships were 

sold. We must therefore include all members who joined the club, from 

March 29, 1955 through August 31, 1955 (date of first complete 

membership list) in any list of the ‘Founding Members’. 

The club operated under the original name until 1976, when it was 

changed to the Durham Region Field Naturalists. The original motto 

“Conservation through Education” has remained intact throughout our 

history. 



O.N.C. Founding Members: 

  March 29, 1955 

There are 48 names on the following list; they represent people who joined the 

Club from March 29/55 through Aug. 31/55.  

Among these 48 names are the 37 people who we presume actually attended 

the founding meeting on March 29. Without the original attendance list, we 

must include all 48 people listed here as ‘Founding Members’.  

The 6 names in italics are those who we know are still living. 

The one marked with an ‘*’ is the only person who is still a member. 

Names in boldface are those who served on the first Executive. 

Miss C. M. Abbott   Mrs. W. Alchin  

Jack Broadbent   Alf Bunker (Program Chair) 

Dorothy Bunker      Ethel Bunker 

Miss A. Carruthers     Ray Clarke 

Robert Clayton           Mr. F. Correll 

Mrs. Eric Dean        Aline Dibbon 

Mr. & Mrs. Forest Dilling (V-P.)  Mr. & Mrs. W. R. Fisher 

Roy Fleming*   S. J. Haywood 

Betty Henry   Bob Henry 

Margaret Henry   Mrs. C. Hawkins 

Mrs. Hutcheson   Arnold Jacenty 

Bob Laird   William ‘Jake’ Laird 

Jean Lofthouse   Ted Misiaszek 

Harrison Murphy  Win McRae (Secretary) 

Bill Neal   Glenn Owen 

Mr. & Mrs. O. Petrie  Ann Rice 

Don Rice (President)  Pat Rice 

Ken Sands   Ora Sands (Treasurer) 

Mr. G. Switzer   John Theberge (Historian) 

Ron Tozer   Ted Tozer 

George Scott   Aivars Stasko 

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Sturch  Tom Wilson 



  

O.N.C. / D.R.F.N.  PRESIDENTS (1955-2005) 

Don Rice – 1955-56, 1956-7, 1957-8 (D) 

E. G. ‘Ted’ Tozer – 1958-9 (D) 

Edward J. P. Morley – 1959-60, 1960-61, 1961-2 (D) 

Ora Sands – 1962-3, 1963-4 (D) 

Robert Henry – 1964-5, 1965-6, 1966-7 (D) 

Jim Richards – 1967-8  

David Hambly – 1968-9, 1969-70 (D) 

Margaret Henry – 1970-1 (D) 

Monica Connolly – 1971-2  

Bob Allin – 1972-3, 1973-4 (D) 

Dennis Barry – 1974-5 

John Pratt – 1975-6 (D) 

Cathy Reidt – 1976-7, 1977-8 

Wayne Hingston – 1978-9, 1979-80 

Margaret Bain – 1980-1, 1981-2  

Carol Beamish – 1982-3, 1983-4 

Judy Bryson– 1984-5, 1985-6, 1986-7, 1993-4, 1994-5, 1995-6 

Linda Evans – 1987-8  

Ken Ridge – 1988-89, 1989-90, 1990-91 

Duncan Vipond – 1991-2, 2000-01 

John Howden – 1992-3  

James Kamstra – 1996-7, 1997-8  

Lois Gillette – 1998-9, 1999-2000 

Otto Peter – 2001-2, 2002-3, 2003-4, 2004-5  

Note: All Past-Presidents remain on the Executive as non-voting 

Honorary Executive Members for life, after their actual term of active 

service expires. 

Founders  

Special mention to the following 

people (in alphabetical order) 

who conceived of the idea to 

form a club, and who acted to 

do so:  

Mrs. W. Alchin  

Jean Lofthouse  

Harrison Murphy 

Win McRae 

Bill Neal 

Glenn Owen  

Don Rice 

Ora Sands 

John Theberge 

  

 

Oshawa Christmas Bird Count 

Compilers 

  

Ora Sands, et al – 1955-1961 

Ron Tozer – 1962-1981 

Margaret Bain – 1982-2000 

Rayfield Pye – 2001- present 

  

The 1969 Count was the first one to be 

submitted for publication as an official 

count under Audubon CBC rules, and all 

counts since then  have been published in 

“American Birds” (now, “North American 

Birds”). 

 



OSHAWA NATURALISTS’ CLUB / 

 DURHAM REGION FIELD NATURALISTS 

 

Executive Service – 1955-2005 

 

Bob Allin           Esther Allin  Margaret Bain  

Dennis Barry           Howard Barlow  Carol Beamish 

Bob Bell           Anne Bieler Dorothy Boden  

Carla Brechin            Paul Bridges  Donna Brindley  

 Maureen Brown         Dee Brownlee Judy Bryson  

Kay Bryson           Ray Bryson  Alf Bunker  

Ethel Bunker           Monica Connolly               Forrest Dilling  

Don Docherty           Gerry Ernest  Linda Evans  

Derek Gillette            Lois Gillette  Barb Glass  

Edie Gomille               Deb Gorman-Smith           Phyllis Grigg  

Violet Hall            Dianne Halliday Dave Hambly  

Pat Harwood           Betty Henry Bob Henry  

Margaret Henry           Grant Henwood                 Wayne Hingston 

Brian Hobbs            Margaret Houlding            John Howden 

Edgar James            Nan James Florence Jerome 

Ralph Jones            James Kamstra                 Bruno Kern  

Wm. ‘Jake’            Laird Susan Laird  Jean Lofthouse 

Eric Machell           Lorna Machell  Earle Mathews  

Elizabeth McDonald    Mike McEvoy                    Lynne McIlveen  

Dorothy McNaughton  Win McRae  Cliff Moon  

Edward J. P.  Morley   Linda Morton                     Jim Mountjoy  

Bill Neal            Todd Norris  Craig Onafrychuk  

Glenn Owen            Dianne Pazaratz               Hugh Peacock  

Edge Pegg            Diane Peter Otto Peter 

John Pratt            Pat Preyde  Bill Prouty  

Sherry Prouty            Rayfield Pye  Jim Richards 

Catherine Reidt            Gord Reidt             Ann Rice  

Don Rice            Ken Ridge Dave Ruch  

Sheila Ruch            Audrey Russ  Alfie Salomon  

Joyce Salt            Ora Sands  Marjorie Stark  

Til Stephens            Lloyd Sturch  Alison Taylor 

John Theberge            Carol Thwaites  E. G. ‘Ted’ Tozer  

Ron Tozer            Ernest VanderZyl              Duncan Vipond  

Elizabeth Vipond         Mr. & Mrs. Volpe               Mark Williamson  

Peggy Wilson            Tom Wilson 



                       HONOUR ROLL 

                 Oshawa Naturalists’ Club /  

            Durham Region Field Naturalists   

                                     1955 – 2005 

 
Bob and Esther Allin:  

  

Esther served on the Executive for a total of 12 years in various capacities, 

and Bob held several positions as well for 8 years, including two terms as President. 

Bob passed away on Dec. 24, 2003, and all who were fortunate enough to have 

known Bob, will miss him. He was described as “a kind and giving member, and a 

true gentleman”.  

  

While always active in the club, Bob and Esther were interested in all 

facets of nature; birds and botany perhaps occupied most of their attention. In 

addition to Executive positions, they were both very active in workshops and most 

club events including leading trips in the area. Bob served as well on the DRFN 

Conservation Committee for many years. For several years, Bob served as the club 

representative to the Federation of Ontario Naturalists.   

  

Bob and Esther were keenly involved volunteers with the first Ontario 

Breeding Bird Atlas (1981-1985) and Esther is a volunteer on the current Atlas 

(2001-2005). They were both regular participants on our annual Christmas Bird 

Count, and on the Minden area count.  

  

Bob and Esther were very involved with the Thickson’s Woods Heritage 

Foundation/Land Trust, and served as Board members. They were Founding 

Members of the Second Marsh Defence Association (Friends of Second Marsh) and 

served many years as active volunteers and Board members.  

  

They were both very active as well in their Newcastle home community. 

Bob served on the Board of Durham Central Agricultural Society for many years 

and was on the Board of the Durham Farmers Co-op. Esther worked for 5 years 

teaching at the Newcastle Outdoor Education Centre. 

 

 Margaret Bain: 

 

Margaret has served on the Executive for a total of 16 years, the second 

longest active service in our history. Included in that service were two terms as 

President. Margaret has always been active in the club; at meetings, leading hikes 

and walks, speaking, and writing for the newsletter.  

  



She acted as Compiler of the Oshawa Christmas Bird Count (published by 

American Birds) for 18 years (1982-2000), and, has been coordinating the Mid-

Winter Waterfowl Inventory (Toronto Field Naturalists) Durham section from 1979 

-2005. Margaret was the Durham Regional Coordinator for the Ontario Breeding 

Bird Atlas (1981-1985) and is currently the Northumberland County Regional 

Coordinator for the 2001-2005 Atlas.  

  

Margaret is very active in many other organizations including the Thickson’s 

Woods Heritage Foundation/Land Trust. Margaret is a Founding Member, a major 

supporter and has remained as President of the Foundation for all 21 year of their 

existence thus far. She is also a member of the Hon. Board of Directors for Friends 

of Second Marsh, and a past Board Member of the American Birding Association. 

She is a Past-President of the Ontario Field Ornithologists. 

  

She was the co-editor and publisher of the Canadian birding publication Birders 

Journal from 1991-2004.  

  

Margaret has published numerous papers in various journals and magazines. (See: 

Lifetime Achievement Awards for additional details).  

 
Dennis Barry and Margaret Carney:  

 
During the early 1960’s, Dennis participated in Christmas Bird Counts in Pickering 

and in Oshawa. He has remained a regular Oshawa participant since about 1963. In 

1967, he initiated a CBC in Minden, Ont., along with George Scott, and has 

continued to serve as a counter and compiler ever since. 

  

Dennis served 10 years on the Executive of the ONC/DRFN including one term as 

President in the mid 70’s.  

  

Along with Jim Richards, Dennis initiated a Bluebird Nest-box Project in the Oak 

Ridge Moraine within the eastern half of Durham Region, in 1966. They started 

with 96 boxes, and ended up with well over 330. Banding (under licence with the 

Canadian Wildlife service) started in 1968, and by 1971, they had banded over 760 

birds. Because of other commitments, they turned the project over to other members 

of DRFN in 1981, although Dennis remained somewhat active for a few years to 

follow, up to 1987. The project ceased operations shortly afterwards. Dennis was 

involved with a Bluebird nest-box project in Owen Sound in 1965 and 1966, and he 

continues to maintain a smaller project in the Minden area to this day. 

 
Dennis has contributed many articles to the newsletter over the years and has led 

numerous outings for area naturalists. He served for several years on the club 

Conservation Committee.  

 



Margaret and Dennis have been very involved in the government sponsored Forest 

Bird Monitoring Project, and have participated on a regular basis annually since 

1988. Margaret and Dennis have been major forces in the formation and management 

of the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land Trust. Their efforts in this 

regard, as Founders and managers have been monumental. 

  

For the past 15 years, Margaret has written a weekly column “Out Walking”, first in 

the Oshawa Times, and now, in This Week. Her well chosen topics and her writing 

style have served to educate many people in the Oshawa area who would otherwise 

be untouched and unmoved in the field of wildlife and nature appreciation. She has 

written four children’s books geared to bringing nature alive to a group of youngsters 

who don’t get an opportunity to get into the woods themselves. (See: Lifetime 

Achievement Awards for additional details on Dennis). 

  

Carol Beamish:  

  

Carol served two very productive years on the club Executive. Both of her years of 

service were spent as President.  

  

Judy Bryson: 

  

Ray served 13 years on the Executive in various positions and always done a 

commendable job. Judy has served on the Executive for 14 years, and with six terms 

of office, was the longest serving President in our history. Both have been stalwarts 

of the club; always willing to assist wherever help was needed.  

  

Judy was a volunteer with the first Breeding Bird Atlas (1981-5) surveying a plot in 

the Peterborough area, and they are both atlassing on the current effort (2001-5) near 

Bowmanville. Judy raises funds by participating in the Baillie Birdathon, and they are 

active members of the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land Trust.  

  

Ray Bryson: 

 



Alf Bunker: (D) 

  

A Founding Member, Alf served a total of 13 years on the Executive and looked 

after publishing our Newsletter from his home during that time.  

  

Alf was a constant volunteer in the early years of the club; he was always 

humorous and an energetic member. An avid birder, Alf was a regular trip leader 

throughout the area, a frequent speaker at club meetings and a regular participant 

in Christmas Bird Counts.  

  

Along with his sisters, Dorothy and Ethel (both, Founding Members as well), they 

hosted several club events at their home and property in Pickering (‘Happy 

Nook’).  

  

A licensed bird bander through the Canadian Wildlife Service, Alf was engaged 

for years banding gulls in colonies in the St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario. 

  

Dave Calvert: (D)   

  

Dave was one of the driving forces behind the recycling movement here in 

Durham Region. He, along with Catherine Reidt, Lynn Tomlinson and others 

formed a group called STEP (Save the Environment Please) many years ago and 

started the movement here in Durham towards recycling of paper, glass, tin, etc. 

  

Dave supported many environmental causes over the years; vocally and 

financially. He was one of the first naturalists advocating for the preservation of 

the Carden Plain Alvar many years before it became a mainstream issue. He had 

maintained bluebird boxes there for years and had monitored the declining 

populations of Loggerhead Shrikes. 

  

Dave and his wife Mary were strong supporters of the Thickson’s Woods Heritage 

Foundation/Land Trust right from the beginning; making substantial donations 

prior to the group being able to issue tax receipts! They remained steadfast and 

generous supporters throughout the years. Dave maintained feeders at the woodlot 

daily, and was a familiar sight to all. He was a respected naturalist with a warm, 

gentle side, and a wide circle of friends. Most of his local birding was done in the 

company of George Scott. 

  

Dave was a member of Friends of Second Marsh. He passed away on June 21, 

2004. 

 
Monica Connolly: 

  

Monica’s interest in nature no doubt began as a child being exposed to a series of 

books by Thornton W. Burgess by her father. As well, her interest was nurtured by 

her Brownie leader, Win McRae. 

  

 



Her interest in the Club was fostered by attending field trips with leaders such as 

Dennis Barry, Ron Tozer, Bob and Esther Allin and Win McRae. Monica joined the 

Club and started on the Executive in 1968.  She served in many positions, as 

President in 1971-2 and newsletter editor for 3 years in the 80’s after her return to 

Oshawa after working in the Arctic for many years.  

  

She was very involved in bird banding during the 60’s and under licence of the 

Canadian Wildlife Service, she banded shorebirds in Presqu’ile Provincial Park and at 

Long Point.  

  

Linda Evans:  

 
Linda served on the Executive for 3 years, including one term as President. 

 
Roland and Agnes Foster: (D) 

 
Two of the most wonderful people who ever belonged to the club, Roland and Agnes 

were enthusiastic and energetic members we inherited from the Oshawa Outdoor 

Club. They were much involved in most club activities although neither ever held 

elected office.  

  

Their famous bird feeders and open house policy off Townline Road on the east side 

of Oshawa were a frequent target on all winter outings in the late 1950’s and into the 

1960’s.  

  

They were especially fond of young people, and all members of the club were drawn 

to them like magnets due to their kindness and hospitality as well as their expertise 

about birds. They were an integral part of the club during their all too brief years in 

Oshawa.  

  

Derek Gillette: 

  

Derek joined DRFN in 1979.  He has served many years on the executive as 

Treasurer. In the years he has not been on the executive he has often served as auditor 

of the treasury books. He is currently Treasurer. 

  

Other club activities over the years include participation in three Christmas Bird 

Counts. 

  

He has been an active supporter of Thickson’s Woods Foundation serving as a 

volunteer at the spring and fall festivals.  He helped many years with tree planting at 

Thickson’s Woods graduating to a tree planting supervisor for Scouts Canada 

plantings. He is a member of the Butterfly Garden Committee as well as the DRFN 

50th Anniversary planning committee. 

 



Lois Gillette: 

  

Lois joined the DRFN in 1979, and has been a very active member ever since. She 

has served for 15 years on the Executive in various capacities including two terms as 

President. Always active and willing to help in all matters, she has been a tremendous 

asset to the Club.  

  

Working in the Publicity position, she has created a club pamphlet, and with the help 

of her sons, a DRFN website. Lois has been the coordinator for the annual DRFN 

Spring Weekend Outing for the past 7 years now. 

  

She has been a Christmas Bird Count volunteer for 4 years, and has raised funds for 

the club and Bird Studies Canada by participating in three Baillie Birdathons. 

  

Lois has been active as well with tree planting at Thickson’s Woods, and has been a 

tree planting supervisor for Scouts Canada plantings. As well, she is a member of the 

Butterfly Garden Committee, and was a member of the 50th Anniversary Planning 

Committee.  

Dave Hambly: (D)  

  

Dave served on the executive for 5 years including 2  terms as President.  

Betty Henry: (D)  

  

A Founding Member, Betty served 8 years on the Executive in various positions. A 

quiet person, she was a strong supporter of the club, and participated in all social 

activities. 

 
Bob Henry: (D) 

  

Bob was a Founding Member of the club, and served on the Executive for 4 years, 

including three terms as President. A friendly, but quiet individual, always willing to 

assist with club activities; he was involved in all aspects of the club. 

 
Margaret Henry: (D) 

  

A Founding Member, Margaret was always willing to help out with club activities 

and events. She participated in all social aspects and some field outings. Margaret 

served on the Executive for 11 years, including one term as President. 

 
Brian Henshaw:  

  

Brian has been a member of the DRFN and the Pickering Naturalists since shortly 

after he arrived in Canada from England in 1988. 

  

 



Brian was co-editor and publisher (along with Margaret Bain) of the “Durham 

Region Natural History Report for 5 years (1989-1993). In 1993, Brian authored 

and published “A Seasonal Checklist to the Birds of Durham Region, Ontario”. He 

was also one of three founding editors (with Margaret Bain and Phill Holder) of 

Birders Journal, and he worked on that project for several years.  

  

Since the mid-90’s, he has hosted the annual Toronto Ornithological Club Fall 

Round-Up at his home in Brooklyn. 

  

He was a volunteer with the Friends of Second Marsh for a short period during the 

mid-1990’s.  He has undertaken a Breeding Bird Survey route there for seven years. 

  

Wayne Hingston:   

  

As High School teacher, he was instrumental in establishing environmental clubs at 

G. L. Roberts Collegiate and Vocational Institute and at Pine Ridge Secondary 

School. 

  

He was on the DRFN Executive for 4 years, serving 2 years as President. While 

with the Club, he was a regular Christmas Bird Count volunteer. 

  

Wayne has been involved with land use planning issues pertaining to the Oak Ridge 

Moraine and the Trans-Canada Trail in the Uxbridge area for several years. 

  

His main interest in nature, centres around orchids, and since the 1980’s, he has 

been an active member of the Southern Ontario Orchid Society. As well, he is Chair 

of the Conservation Committee on Ontario Orchids and is involved currently with a 

publication (in prep.) on the subject. 

 
John Howden:  

  

John, is a graduate of the University of Guelph, with a Hon. B.Sc. in Zoology, 

specializing in fisheries/wildlife biology and ecology. His interests in wildlife and 

teaching are described as passionate.  He has been a High School teacher for the 

past 12, most of it at Courtice Secondary School, running the environmental science 

program.  

  

He served 3 years on Executive of the DRFN; one term as President in 1992-3. He 

was  co-editor of the Natural Areas of Durham Region, published by the D.R.F.N. in 

1989. 

  

John is a strong supporter of the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land 

Trust, and a volunteer with Friends of Second Marsh.  John is a volunteer with the 

Durham Land Stewardship Council, the Durham Groundwater Festival and the 

Pickering Naturalists.  

 



Nan and Edgar James: (Edgar, D) 

  

Nan spent 9 years on Executive and Edgar spent 7. They were both ardent 

supporters of the club, and served in many capacities, as they were deeply involved 

in club activities and projects. They were both well liked and well respected 

members. 

  

Edgar sat for several years on the club’s Conservation Committee, and was a voice 

of reason and respect in that regard. 

  

Working through his position on the Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority 

(Board of Directors), Edgar was the person mainly responsible for the establishment 

of the Enniskillen C.A., and Long Sault C.A. 

  

James Kamstra: 

  

James served on the Executive for 9 tears, spending 2 terms as President from 1996-

98. He is a regular speaker at Club meetings and has been a leader for many outings 

over the years. 

  

While James is an expert naturalist in most fields, he is no doubt best known for his 

expertise in reptiles and amphibians as well as his vast knowledge about butterflies. 

In addition, James is an accomplished photographer. 

  

James participates in the Oshawa Christmas Bird Count and is a volunteer in the 

current Breeding Bird Atlas project. He is a member of Friends of Second Marsh 

and has been a much valued volunteer for several years with them. (See: Lifetime 

Achievement Awards for additional details) 

  

Wm. ‘Jake’ Laird: (D) 

  

A quiet man, Jake, as he was known to his friends, was a giant when it came to 

nature and wildlife. He was a Founding Member of the club and spent 1 year on the 

Executive. Both he and wife Edna were always willing to assist in all/any club 

functions, and were especially patient when it came to dealing with the younger 

members (teenagers!) of the Club.   

  

An expert botanist, he was responsible for documenting numerous plants in the 

Durham area previously unknown, and made extensive collections for himself and 

others.  

  

Jake was an avid photographer and an active member of the Oshawa Camera Club. 

The Camera Club has a trophy for nature photography that they award annually in 

Jake’s name. 

 



Dale Leadbeater: 

  

A grade 4 teacher introduced Dale to The Young Naturalists (F.O.N.) and she has 

been fascinated with ecology ever since. 

  

Dale has a B.Sc. from the University of Toronto in 1974. She started her working 

career as a Curatorial Assistant in the Vascular Plant Herbarium, Dept. of Botany, 

University of Toronto. In the late 1990’s, she was employed as an Ecologist with the 

Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA) and is now a senior 

Biologist with the environmental consulting firm of Gartner Lee. 

  

 Dale has been involved in numerous land management plans, locally and 

throughout Ontario since 1978. She has conducted many environmental assessments 

as well as impact studies on all types of habitat, but usually associated with 

highways or wetlands. Most of her work is with restoration ecology and biological 

monitoring. 

  

Dale has published numerous papers dealing mainly with botany and specifically 

with wetlands. Currently, Dale leads the teaching team delivering training courses 

for ecological land classification for southern Ontario on behalf of the Ont. Ministry 

of Natural Resources. 

  

She has been a member of the D.R.F.N. for several years, and is also a member of 

the Pickering Naturalists. She has been active in fund-raising to preserve the Carden 

Plain Alvar and is a member of the Kawartha Field Naturalists. Dale served for 

many years on the Executive of the Second Marsh Defence Association, now, 

Friends of Second Marsh.  

Dale is a Field Associate of the Botanical Department, Royal Ontario Museum. 

 She is an active member in many other environmental organizations including: 

•Society for Wetland Scientists 

•Society for Ecological Restoration (Past  President of Ontario Chapter) 

•Society of Conservation Biology 

•Field Botanists of Ontario 

  

In 1996, Dale received an Award of Merit from the Friends of Second Marsh and 

was the recipient of an Environmental Citizenship Award, Environment Canada in 

1993. 

  

Doug Lockrey: 

  

Doug holds a BSc from the University of Western Ontario in botany (1954) and an 

MSc from the same university in 1956 and graduated from the College of Education 

in 1957. He spent 31 years teaching secondary school in North York and was Head 

of the Biology Dept. from 1962-88, when he retired. 

  

 



While botany holds a special interest, Doug is probably more well-known for his 

addiction to birding and in helping others. He is a friendly and familiar face 

anywhere around Cranberry Marsh and Lynde Shores C. A. in all seasons. While 

he devotes most of his time assisting adults in bird-finding, he also has a special 

interest in youth; scouting and guiding. As well, he spends much time as a 

volunteer guide at Altona Forest, and engaged in nature study in Thickson’s 

Woods, Second Marsh and along the Seaton Trail. He is very involved with the 

Altona Forest – T.R.C.A. Stewardship Committee, and devotes much time to that 

effort.  

  

He has privately published many self-help guides to wildflowers, trees, grasses 

and birds in the Durham area. 

  

Doug has been a member of the Pickering Naturalists’ Club executive since 1991 

and has acted and served as their President since 2001. He has been a member of 

the DRFN since 1997 and enjoys leading outings (birds and botany) for both 

groups. Doug has also been very active in the Cranberry Marsh Raptor Watch 

since 1991 and has acted as the Co-ordinator since 1997. 

  

Doug singles out the late Dr. J. Murray Speirs and the late Edge Pegg as his 

mentors; indeed, they were among his many friends. 

  

Edward J. P. Morley:    

  

Ed Morley, a retired Professor, had a commanding presence. His large stature and 

deep voice conveyed a sense of authority. However, just below the surface, we had 

a joyful soul with a wry sense of humour and a genuine affection for everything 

wild.  

  

His main interest was in the field of insects, and his specialty was spiders.   

  

Ed served three years as President of the club, and during that time, in addition to 

encouraging others to get involved, and being involved himself in all aspects of the 

club, especially the Workshops, he fine-tuned our Club Constitution. 

Win McRae: 

  

A Founding Member of the club and a driving force behind its formation, Win 

spent 8 very productive years on the Executive. She helped to shape and guide the 

successful direction of the club in the early years and well beyond. Her influence 

continues to be felt today.  

  

Her skills as a very competent birder were perhaps surpassed only by her 

knowledge of ferns. She got great pleasure from all aspects of the natural world, 

and in return, she gave of herself to all who had the pleasure of knowing her. Win 



 was a constant inspiration to all, and an integral part of the ONC/DRFN. She 

was mainly responsible for the formation of ‘workshops’ in 1956 as well as the 

Wednesday morning hikes the club offered. Workshops were held regularly for 

club members with a serious interest in any natural history subject matter. 

These outings and study sessions were very popular with the club, and 

remained so under her leadership for 21 years. While many others took part, it 

was under her leadership and guidance that the workshops committee 

flourished. 

 
Rob Nisbet: 

  

Rob was one of the founders of the Pickering Naturalists and is still a current 

member.  Rob also served as President of Friends of Second Marsh from 1995-

2000, and currently sits on their Advisory Council.  He has spent a considerable 

period of his career in support of community organizations and activities, and 

vocational work. This work includes being on the Board of FON, participant in 

the Mid-Winter Waterfowl Count with the Ontario Ministry of Natural 

Resources, Waterfront Advisory Committee;  

  

In addition to his work with community groups, Rob has been actively involved 

in a variety of studies and surveys, including a Migrant Common Loon Survey, 

Trumpeter swan re-introduction program to Cranberry Marsh for the Regional 

Municipality of Durham, and a Birds of Prey – Agricultural Conflict Survey.   

  

Rob has also contributed to the Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Ontario, the 

Atlas of the Amphibians and Reptiles of Ontario, and was the Coordinator for 

Durham Region for the Atlas of the Mammals of Ontario.   

  

Dianne Pazaratz: 

 
An Oshawa resident for the past 26 years, Dianne grew up near a wetland in 

Peterborough and has had a strong interest in nature since childhood. The 

DRFN caught her attention in 1998, and soon thereafter, she became a member 

of the Executive as newsletter Editor. 

  

Dianne has served on the club Executive for the past 6 years. In addition to her 

boundless energy at the Club, Dianne is also a tireless volunteer with Friends of 

Second Marsh, and with the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land 

Trust and the Durham Chapter of the Canadian  Organic Growers.  

  

Dianne was the driving force behind the planning, planting and establishment 

of the Oshawa Butterfly Garden on Rossland Road west of Simcoe Street. It 

was officially opened on June 5, 2004. This was a joint project between the 

DRFN, the Canadian Organic Growers - Durham Gardeners, and the City of 

Oshawa. 

 

 



Hugh Peacock:   

 
When Hugh first moved to Oshawa, on Cedar Street, in 1981, he found himself 

in close proximity to the Pump House Marsh and the waterfront. These stimuli 

prompted him to take out a membership in the DRFN. His concerns about land 

use and development prompted him to be more involved with the club as his 

concerns grew. 

  

Hugh has been a member of the Executive of the DRFN for 15 years now, the 

second longest serving Executive member in our history. He is an active and 

much valued volunteer. Hugh has served on numerous positions within the 

Executive, including Vice-President.  Since 1996  Hugh has served as the 

Program chairman and has brought to  DRFN a wide variety of entertaining and 

educational presentations. His role on the 50th Anniversary Committee has been 

enormous.  

  

He is a regular volunteer with the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land 

Trust. Hugh has also served on the Board of Directors of Friends of Second 

Marsh since 2000; currently as Vice-President.    

 
Diane and Otto Peter: 

 
Diane and Otto have been energetic leaders since first joining the Club in 1998.  

Both have served on the Executive for 7 years each, and Otto has served as 

Membership Coordinator, Treasurer, Vice-President and finally as President in 

2001, and he has endured for the past 4 terms.  Diane has remained as 

Membership Coordinator for the past 7 years. 

  

They are both engaged in the current Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas and take part 

in Baillie Birdathons and Christmas Bird Counts. Otto serves as well on the 

Board of the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land Trust. 

  

World travellers, their main interest is in birds, insects and wildflowers. Otto 

enjoys photography as well, as is more than happy to share his images and 

spoken words with libraries, social clubs and other naturalists clubs. He has a 

large insect collection that he loves sharing with children whenever he can. 

 
Betty and Edge Pegg: (Edge, D) 

 
 Betty and Edge always opened their home and their hearts to share with all who 

enjoyed nature. While they were genuinely good to everyone, they were 

especially generous and giving with the younger people. 

  

Edge was quite a storyteller, with a keen wit and great sense of humour. He was 

a ‘fun’ person to be around, and a great teacher. He was very enthusiastic about 

learning, and sharing. Edge was a long standing member of the club and spent 5 

years on the Executive.  

  

  

 



Edge was a founding member of the Pickering Naturalists (co-founded with J. 

Murray Speirs in 1977).   

  

Betty and Edge were very strong supporters of the Thickson’s Woods Heritage 

Foundation/Land Trust. They were among those who stood in front of the 

bulldozers to stop the logging. They were very involved during the 1970’s and 

beyond in the People or Planes movement that put the Pickering airport proposal 

on hold for all these years. They lived near Greenwood where he had farmed for 

over 43 years. In one testimonial to Edge after his passing on Aug. 31/03, it was 

said that “he leaves many of us with a deeper sense of the importance of the 

natural world around us”.  

  

Both Betty and Edge led field trips in the area, and their home was a frequent 

meeting place for naturalists from afar and for outings of our club. Edge was a 

local bird expert and a very accomplished botanist, while Betty was interested 

and knowledgeable about wildlife in general. They provided us with many 

illustrated talks over the years; Edge sharing his wit and knowledge, Betty 

sharing her fine photos. As well, they were ardent suppliers of articles for our 

newsletters. They were regular participants on Christmas Bird Counts in Oshawa 

and in Pickering. 

 
John Pratt: 

 
His interest in birds and trees and basically all aspects of nature goes back to his 

childhood days in Oshawa. A long-standing member of the Club, John was also a 

member of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, and the Second Marsh Defence 

Association (Friends of Second Marsh). John served 5 years on the Executive of 

the Durham Region Field Naturalists, including one year as President.  

  

John was a regular participant on Club outings and always played a role in 

various events. As well, he was a dedicated member of the Oshawa Camera 

Club, serving a term as President with them. His other passion was in rocks and 

minerals, and he was a strong supporter and avid member of the Scarborough 

Rock and Mineral Club. 

 
Rayfield Pye: 

 
Rayfield has been an enthusiastic and hard-working member of the Executive for 

the past 12 years. He has acted as Compiler of the Christmas Bird Count from 

2001 until the present time, and has served as Chair of the Conservation 

Committee for the past 13 years. As well, he has operated the Durham Rare Bird 

Line for the past 11 years. 

  



Rayfield is an avid birder and an ardent volunteer in the current Breeding Bird 

Atlas (2001-5) and in fact, is a Regional Co-Coordinator for Durham Region 

along with Geoff Carpenter.  

  

Rayfield is interested in all facets of nature including a keen interest in insects. 

He is a volunteer with the Oshawa Butterfly Count, and the Sunderland Butterfly 

Count. He has also been an active volunteer with the Cranberry Marsh Raptor 

Watch for the past 15 years. 

  

 He has been a Member of the Board Thickson’s Woods Heritage 

Foundation/Land Trust for the past 12 years. 

 

Catherine and Gordon Reidt: 

 
Catherine (a school teacher) and Gordon were a vibrant and energetic team, 

during the 1970’s. Catherine served on the Executive for 4 years (2 as President) 

and Gordon served on the Executive in various capacities for 5 years. They were 

always active in club affairs and functions and their interest and enthusiasm were 

almost infectious.  

  

Catherine, along with Dave Calvert and a few others, was the driving force 

behind starting the group S.T.E.P. (Save the Environment Please) which 

eventually led to recycling here, in  Durham   Region. 

  

Ann and Don Rice: (D) 

  

Founding Members of the Club, Don and Ann were very active in club affairs for 

many years thereafter. His interests in nature and wildlife included all things 

great and small. His three years as our first President saw the formation of a 

strong and vibrant club that still persists to this day. We owe a lot to his wisdom 

and guidance during those formative years. During his 3 years as President, Don 

also served as club representative on the City appointed Oshawa Fish & Wildlife 

Advisory Committee.  

  

Ann served on the Executive for 3 years, and was an active member of the Club 

for many years. She was especially remembered for her participation in 

Workshops and for her caring towards the younger members of the club.  

Jim Richards:  

  

Born and raised in Oshawa, Jim worked for General Motors for 35.5 years. Jim 

describes himself as a naturalist, wildlife photographer and wetlands activist. He 

is also a Past-President of the Durham Region Field Naturalists, Founder and 

Past Executive Director, Friends of Second Marsh, Manager of the McLaughlin 

Bay Wildlife Reserve, past Member of the Board, Waterfront Regeneration 

Trust, past Member of the Board, Federation of Ontario Naturalists and a 

founding Life Member of the Ontario Field Ornithologists. 

 



He is best known perhaps for his decades long battle to save Oshawa Second 

Marsh which ended in a major victory for wetlands and wildlife (and people), for 

his part in the production of a book, Birds of the Oshawa-Lake Scugog Region, 

Ontario, and for his nature photography. 

  

Jim has been involved in a wide variety of issues relating to our environment 

over the years; too many to list here. He is a major contributor to the Ontario 

Nest Records Scheme (Royal Ontario Museum), was a licensed bird bander and 

holds a legal collecting permit. Jim was active during the first Ontario Breeding 

Bird Atlas (1981/985) and in the current atlas undertaking (2001-2005). 

  

Jim donated a trophy in his father’s name to the F.O.N. in 1975 which is awarded 

each year in the field of natural history education. 

  

He was a regular on Christmas Bird Counts in Oshawa from 1956-1986, in 

Pickering from 1965-1978, in Minden, from 1971-1974 and in Scugog Twsp. 

from 1965-1970. (See: Lifetime Achievement Awards for additional details) 

  

Ken Ridge: 

  

Ken served on the Executive for 5 years, including three terms as President. He 

ran the Durham Rare Bird Line (telephone hotline) for 4 years.  

  

He co-authored in 1989, the “Natural Areas of the Durham Region” published by 

the D.R.F.N.  

  

Ken is a volunteer in many community organizations including Rotary Club, 

Canadian Cancer Society volunteer, and Easter Seals.  Ken was a history teacher 

and was principal at McLaughlin C.V.I. and at G.L. Roberts C.V.I. (conveniently 

close to Pump House Marsh for birding).  

  

Retired now, he has served on the Board of Directors, Friends of Second Marsh   

for the past eight years; four years as President.  He is currently the Chair of their 

Campaign Cabinet.  

  

Ora Sands: (D) 

  

Ora passed away on Jan. 15/64, during her second term as President. She was a 

Founding Member, and served on the Executive for 9 years. From the very 

beginning, she was generous with her kindness and enthusiasm, and provided 

very positive leadership. She was a frequent contributor to the newsletter and a 

regular field trip leader.  

 



Ora, with the help of other Executive members organized and compiled the 

Christmas Bird Count from 1955-1961. Along with friends and fellow members 

like Win McRae, Ann Rice and Til Stephens, she played a pivotal role in the 

establishment of weekly Wednesday outings and evening programmes which 

became known as Workshops. They were open to all Club members, and were 

involved gatherings focusing on a wide variety of subject matter. Past Presidents 

like Ed Morley (insects), Ted Tozer (botany) and other leading members who were 

‘experts’ in their field would lead the various Workshops.  

 
George Scott: (D) 

  

George was a Founding Member of the club, but never held any official post or 

office. He was the premiere birder in Durham and an accomplished botanist as 

well. In fact, there wasn’t too much in the world of natural history that he was not 

aware of.  

  

In spite of his quiet, shy demeanour, George served as a mentor to many of the 

younger members of the club during the first 30 years. He was always willing to 

share his knowledge and his local discoveries.  He participated in club outings and 

even got involved in the Workshops programs in spite of his shyness. 

  

He quietly conducted plant and bird inventories for many of the prime habitats in 

the Oshawa area, and in areas like Thickson’s Woods to the west and Farewell 

Creek to the east. These notes were meticulously written and carefully stored in his 

many field journals. 

  

George was also an artist and his line drawings graced the pages of the club 

newsletters for year; even to this day they are being used, there and in the 

Thickson’s Woods newsletters. 

  

A supporter of Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land Trust and the Friends 

of Second Marsh, the legacy of George Scott will last forever in the Oshawa area, 

as groups and the DEAC have created natural history awards in his name. (See: 

Lifetime Achievement Awards for additional details) 

 
Dr. J. Murray Speirs and Doris H. M. Speirs: (D)  

  

Murray Speirs was a strong influence on all who ever met him. Not unlike his wife 

and companion of 50 years, Doris, he was quiet, but very friendly and both were 

inspirations to all. While they were primarily more active in the Pickering 

Naturalists club, their influence and friendship was not unknown to naturalists in 

Oshawa. Not only were they members of the club, but were also known through 

their writings and teachings, their kindness and generosity. 

 



Murray was probably most well-known for his role in founding the Federation of 

Ontario Naturalists as well as the Pickering Naturalists, and for his writing; not the 

least of which was the two-volume set “Birds of Ontario” in 1985. 

  

Doris is best known perhaps as an artist, the founder of the Margaret Morse Nice 

Ornithological Society and her writing about Evening Grosbeaks, as she was a 

world authority. 

  

They were also key players in saving Thickson’s Woods, and strong supporters of 

the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land Trust. As well, they were a 

major influence in the preservation of Cranberry Marsh in Whitby. They also 

played a role in helping to save Oshawa Second Marsh and were members of the 

Friends of Second Marsh. (See: Lifetime Achievement Awards for additional 

details). 

  

Til Stephens: (D)  

  

Til served 14 years on the Executive as historian, treasurer, secretary,  and was 

part of the ‘early’ group of leaders who played a vital role and helped shape the 

future for the club. She was always willing and able to assist in any way with all 

tasks. Til was an enthusiastic member of the Workshops group within the club, and 

a warm and generous individual. 

 
John Theberge: 

 
John grew up in Oshawa, and while still in High School, he and his schoolboy 

friends, Glenn Owen and Bill Neal conceived of the idea that Oshawa needed a 

nature club. With the assistance of a few adults he had come to know (Don Rice, 

Ora Sands, and Win McRae), an informal meeting was held among themselves and 

they put together a list of twenty prospective members; Don Rice agreed to act as 

Chair. They invited representatives from the Federation of Ontario Naturalists to 

meet with them in Oshawa. That meeting took place on March 17, 1955, and the 

founding meeting of the club was held on March 29 of that same year. The 

Oshawa Naturalists Club was born! 

  

During his teen years, while honing his skills as a birder and naturalist, John 

birded on occasion with George Scott, and was taught the art of banding birds by 

licensed bander, Forrest Dilling of Bowmanville. John spent much of his youth 

birding along the Oshawa waterfront and especially Second Marsh and Beaton’s. 

Point (now McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve). 

  

John served on the Executive for 5 years and was a regular volunteer for the 

Christmas Bird Count for 10 years.    (See: Lifetime Achievement Awards for 

additional details)  

 



Ron Tozer: 

 
Ron is a Founding Member of the club. He served on the Executive for 2 terms. 

Ron was the compiler of the Oshawa Christmas Bird Count from 1962-81, and has 

been on all 50 club counts; the only participant to have done so. 

  

Ron was a frequent hike leader in the area, a speaker at club meetings, and 

supplied several notes to the club newsletter over the years. 

  

In 1974, after several years of research, Ron and co-author, Jim Richards, 

published “Birds of the Oshawa-Lake Scugog Region, Ontario”. A hard-cover 

edition of 383 pp., it was a best-selling book for several months, and was sold out 

within a year. This book earned both authors much respect in the ornithological 

community.  

  

Ron has authored or co-authored 6 other books on natural history, all dealing with 

Algonquin Provincial Park. He has authored about twenty serious articles in 

science and birding journals (like Ontario Birds), and numerous lesser notes in 

Ontario Birds, OFO News and various   newsletters and magazines. In 2002, he 

co-authored a memorial booklet in honour of naturalist and friend, George A. 

Scott, published by the DRFN. 

  

As well, he is an entertaining speaker, and a sought-after MC at many events 

throughout Ontario. (See: Lifetime Achievement Awards for additional details). 

 
E.G. ‘Ted’ Tozer: 

  

One of the Founding Members, Ted served 2 years on the Executive; 1 term as 

President. He was a high energy member who was keen on organization and 

creating orderly and meaningful meetings. An early proponent of the Workshops 

group, he was a regular leader on field trips.  

  

He was a self-taught botanist who achieved great respect within the upper levels of 

museum curators and government offices. He collected specimens throughout 

Ontario and beyond, but his Durham area collection in particular was extremely 

important. He donated it to the National Herbarium at their urging, where it 

remains to this day.  

  

Ted wrote many papers, both scientific (in the journals) and of a general nature in 

magazines and our club newsletter.  

  

He was also an award-winning photographer who served as president of the 

Oshawa Camera Club where an trophy in his name is presented annually. 

  

 



Through his work at Central Lake Ontario Conservation Area (while serving as 

Manager in the 1960’s), Ted, along with Judge Donald B. Dodds was mainly 

responsible, for the preservation of Cranberry Marsh, the Lynde Shores C.A. and 

Purple Woods C.A. 

 
Ernest VanderZyl: 

  

Ernest arrived in Oshawa in 1953 from Nova Scotia. He has been birding for about 

40 years now, and is currently living in Mt. Pleasant, Ontario. 

  

Ernest served on the Executive for about 9 years. He served in several positions, 

including  5 terms as Vice-President.  

  

Retired now, his annual trips to Pt. Pelee, as a birding instructor with the Durham 

Board of Education is something he looks forward to each spring; his 2005 trip was 

his 16th. 

  

Duncan Vipond:  

  

Duncan and his family moved here from the Kingston area in 1986. With a strong 

interest in environmental issues and natural history, he was introduced to the DRFN 

by neighbour, Ken Ridge.  

  

Duncan served on the DRFN Executive during the 1990’s in various capacities 

including President (1990-91),  Program and Outings Chair. He served as President 

again in 2000-2001. 

  

In 1990 he obtained standing before the Ontario Municipal Board, and spoke in 

opposition to the proposed subdivision and urban sprawl in Whitby which was 

threatening the Lynde Shores Marsh. 

  

Duncan is an educator at Henry Street High School in Whitby, Ontario, where he 

teaches environmental science, biology and special education. 

  

Albert Andrew Wood: 

 
Al Wood moved to Oshawa from Coldstream, Ontario in 1960. He passed away at 

age 77 on April 2, 1963. His slight build and gentle, modest manner belied the vast 

skill and knowledge of this intellectual giant. 

  

Al started his interest in nature as a schoolboy, collecting birds’ eggs, and from 

there he developed a passion for birds, and all living things.  

  

  



A few years later, his  interest in insects led him to work with the Ontario 

Department of Agriculture as an entomologist. His mounted insect specimens soon 

became one of the best collections in Canada. His collections travelled through 

North America and Europe, including the World’s Fair in Brussells. He was a 

pioneer in making wax models of insect-damaged and diseased farm crops and 

forest trees. This led to his writing a book in 1958 called Preparing Insect 

Displays, published by the Ontario government; it soon became a classic. He was 

presented with the Coronation Medal by Queen Elizabeth (by proxy) in 

recognition of his considerable work. 

  

He was also an expert in birds; especially in subspecies, morphs and races. His 

study skins are among the best ever prepared according to most museum curators. 

  

Once in Oshawa, Al joined the Oshawa Outdoor Club and the O.N.C. He was 

active as well in the Seventh-Day Adventist junior summer camp where he taught 

classes. 

  

Those of us who had the privilege of knowing this quiet, friendly man cherish the 

four years we had with him in Oshawa. 

 



LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS  

  

Dr. Margaret J. C. Bain: 
  
Margaret a medical doctor completed her Residency Training at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary 

and the London Hospital, London, England in 1968.  Since 1972 she has been on the active 

staff of  Oshawa General Hospital and had a private practice in Medical Gynaecology.  Now 

retired, Margaret resides in Cobourg. 

  

Margaret was instrumental in the formation of the Thickson’s Woods Land Trust in 1984. 

She was a member of the Board of Directors of the American Birding Association from 

1996-2002 and Chair of the Conventions and Tours Committee 2002-2005. Margaret is a 

Past-Chair of the Long Point Bird Observatory and she served 9 years on their Board of 

Directors; 4 years as Chair. She is a Board Member as well of the Prince Edward Point Bird 

Observatory (2002-2005). Margaret served as President of the Ontario Field Ornithologists, 

1988-1989 and she has been on the Ontario Bird Records Committee, first as Secretary 

(1991-1993) and as a voting Member (1995-1997, 1999-2001, and 2004-2005. In April, 

2005, she was made Chairperson of the Committee.  

  

Margaret is a Past-President of the D.R.F.N. (1980-1982) and has been on the Executive for 

16 years.   

  

Margaret (along with Phill Holder) was Co-editor and publisher of the Canadian birding 

publication, Birders Journal from 1991-2004 (75 issues). She was the Ontario Regional 

Editor for North American Birds from 1999-2005. 

  

In addition to many articles published in our newsletter and numerous other publications, 

Margaret edited and published (along with Brian Henshaw) the “Durham Region Natural 

History Report: 1989-1993”. She was a co-editor, along with J. Cook, D. Gorman-Smith, J. 

Howden and K. Ridge in 1989 of “Natural Areas of the Durham Region”, published by the 

D.R.F.N. 

  

She was the Canadian delegate to the inaugural BirdLife International World Conference in 

Rosenheim, Germany in 1994, while Chair of the LPBO Board. Margaret has travelled 

throughout the world, visiting every continent except Antarctica in her quest for birds; her 

world life list is around 3900! 

 

Dennis Barry:  
  
Born and raised on a remote and isolated farm near Minden, his parents moved to another 

farm when he was seven years old so that he could attend school. He attributes his deep 

appreciation for nature to his early days in the bush with no other children to play with. 

Dennis was a teacher in the elementary school system throughout his working career and 

retired in 1997. Dennis took his classes on early morning nature walks one day a week, and 

he feels to this day that this act had the greatest impact on students of anything he could do 

as a teacher. 

 

Dennis has been a regular participant on the Oshawa Christmas Bird Count since 1963. In 

1971, he initiated a CBC in the Minden area with George Scott, and has continued to 

conduct the count annually for the past 34 years. He was the Regional Coordinator for 

Haliburton County in the first Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas (1981-1985) and is performing 

the same function for the current (2001-2005) Atlas project. 

 

 

 



  

Dennis was co-founder of a Bluebird Nest-box Project in 1966 with Jim Richards and they 

built the ‘trail’ from 96 boxes in the beginning, to 330 boxes by 1971. He remained a 

integral part of the project until 1987. Dennis and Jim were featured in a documentary 

about bluebirds and their nest-box project by David Suzuki on The Nature of Things. 

Dennis also participated in a nest-box project in the Owen Sound area in 1964 - 66, and, 

he started a smaller project in the Minden area, and continues to maintain it to this day. 

  

Dennis has been a participant in the Forest Bird Monitoring Project since 1988. He, along 

with Ron Tozer and Margaret Bain holds the record for “Big Day” birding in the Durham 

Region, with 182 species seen in one day set in 1996. 

  

Dennis has served on the D.R.F.N. Executive for 10 years, including one term as President 

from 1974-1975. He was a Co-Founder of the Second Marsh Defence Association in 1972 

(now: Friends of Second Marsh) and served for several years on the Executive. He served 

for a number of years in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s as the club representative on the 

Oshawa Fish & Wildlife Advisory Committee for the City of Oshawa. 

  

Dennis participated in the first butterfly count in Minden, organized by Ed Poropat in 

1999.  Dennis and Margaret have been avid participants in the Oshawa Butterfly Count for 

the past 12 years. They have also done butterfly, dragonfly and bird counts in Algonquin 

Park and Huntsville. 

  
Dennis, perhaps more than any other volunteer was mainly responsible for founding 

Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land Trust. He acted quickly after the first of the 

giant white pines were felled in 1983. He gathered together many like-minded individuals 

like Margaret Bain, Doris and Murray Speirs, Dave and Mary Calvert, Edge and Betty 

Pegg, Bob and Esther Allin, Ray Bryson and of course, Margaret Carney; they founded 

the Foundation in 1984. They set out to raise the funds to purchase the 16.4 acres 

(Thickson’s Woods). The Foundation exists to the present day with even more land added 

(a meadow consisting of 8.5 acres) in 2002, to the original parcel purchased to preserve 

the woodland, and they continue to raise funds to pay off the mortgage. Dennis continues 

to write, produce and distribute the newsletters with help from Margaret, and handles the 

mailing list. 

 

 When the Whitby Works Department announced plans to extend Water Street from 

Heydenshore east to Thickson’s Rd., threatening the lakeshore and the ‘Waterfront Trail’, 

Dennis joined other concerned citizens to form the ‘Friends of the Waterfront Trail’ in the 

late 1990’s. With petitions, public meetings and newsletters, they were able to impress 

upon local politicians what a valuable resource this traffic-free natural area was. Whitby 

Council was convinced, and the Town removed the extension from their Official Plan. 

  

Dennis and Margaret continue to reside in their home at Thickson’s Point.  

 

James Kamstra: 
  
James started in the Club as a youngster, and has grown into one of the most respected 

naturalists working in Ontario today. His knowledge on birds, insects and plants is 

enviable, but he really makes his mark when dealing with reptiles, amphibians and 

butterflies.  

 



  

James attended Trent and York Universities and graduated in 1987 with a Masters in 

Environmental Studies. He is currently employed as an ecologist and environmental 

consultant for Gartner Lee. James has completed Life Science inventories for Pelee 

Island, Severn River and Camden East Alvar.  

  

He has served on the DRFN Executive for 9 years; 2 years as President. He initiated and 

has compiled the Oshawa Butterfly count for the past 12 years, and a similar census in 

Sunderland for 9 years. He is an enthusiastic volunteer in the current Breeding Bird 

Atlas (2001-5), and is the Regional Coordinator (Durham Region) for the Ontario Tree 

Atlas. James is a regular volunteer with the Oshawa Christmas Bird Count. He has been 

in charge of the Marsh Monitoring Program at Oshawa Second Marsh for the past 12 

years. He is a frequent trip leader for the DRFN and the Field Botanists of Ontario and in 

fact, is known as an international trip leader to places like Belize, South America and the 

Galapagos on behalf of eco-tourism firms.  

 

James wrote two chapters in the book “Oak Ridges Moraine”, sponsored by S.T.O.R.M. 

in 1997, and is co-author of a nature guide to the Cockcomb Basin in Belize where he 

did  his Masters research.  

  

He has served as a member of the Advisory Council to Friends of Second Marsh for the 

past 12 years, and has been a member of the Durham Environmental Advisory 

Committee (Durham Region) since 2001, and was an active member of the Durham 

Land Stewardship Committee (OMNR) from 1995-2003.   

 

James M.  Richards:  

 
Jims’ interest in birds and nature began in the early 1950’s centered around the boyhood 

hobby of collecting birds’ eggs. This in turn has developed into a keen awareness of the 

relationship between man and the natural world. Jim is now an active member of many 

organizations concerned with wildlife, natural heritage and our quality of life. 

  

He is a Past-President of the ONC/DRFN, and served on the Executive for a total of 

eight years. Jim is also a founding Life Member of the Ontario Field Ornithologists; 

served for many years on the Board of Directors, Federation of Ontario Naturalists; 

served on the Natural Resources Advisory Board of the Central Lake Ontario 

Conservation Authority; was on the Board of Directors of the Canadian Society for 

Endangered Species and spent 18 years on the Oshawa Fish & Wildlife Advisory 

Committee. He also sat on the Planning Committee for the Darlington Nuclear 

Generating Station section of the Waterfront Trail. 

  

Jim was on the Steering Committee of the Waterfront Regeneration Trust in 1994, then 

appointed by the Lt. Governor to serve on the seven-member Board of Directors of the 

WRT for the first 3 years (1995-7) under Chair, the Hon. David Crombie. He was re-

appointed for an additional 2 years (1998-9) by the Ont. Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

 

An award-winning nature photographer, Jim’s photos have appeared in numerous books, 

magazines, journals, calendars, and other media. In 1986-7, two of his images were part 

of a nationwide travelling exhibit sponsored by the National Museum in Ottawa. In 

1990,  



sixteen of his photos were on display for 9 months in the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto 

(part of a 48 image exhibit) as part of the introductory opening of the new bird gallery. 

  

Jim has written numerous articles for books magazines, journals and newsletters. In 1994 

he co-authored with Dr. G. K. Peck, a chapter in Ornithology in Ontario (Ontario Field 

Ornithologists) on the history of egg and specimen collecting .  In  1987 he wrote a 

chapter on the Ruddy Duck in the “Breeding Bird Atlas of Ontario”. In 1979, he wrote “A 

Speaker’s Roster” for the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 

  

In 1974, along with friend and co-author Ron Tozer, he wrote and published a book, 

“Birds of the Oshawa-Lake Scugog Region, Ontario”. In 1999, he wrote a 72 page 

booklet, “A Visitor’s Guide to McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve and Second Marsh 

Wildlife Area”. In 2001, he co-authored a memorial booklet dedicated to the life of 

naturalist George A. Scott, for the D.R.F.N., and in 2002, he co-authored “Birds of 

Nunavut: A Checklist”, published by Birders Journal. Finally, in 2004, he co-authored 

(with Mark Peck) an “Assessment of Nunavut Birds” on behalf of the territorial and the 

federal government. He is currently working on a manuscript for a book, tentatively titled 

Arctic Birds of Canada. 

  

Jim is probably best known for his 19 year battle to save the 123 hectare Oshawa Second 

Marsh from destruction at the hands of the Federal Government. This long and often bitter 

struggle started in 1966 and ended with a victory 1984. He had formed an organization 

called Second Marsh Defence Assoc., which changed its name to Friends of Second 

Marsh in 1993. Jim served as the Executive Director of the organization he founded until 

he resigned in 1998, a span of 32 years. He remains active today as Advisor to the Board 

of Directors and the area is being rehabilitated with the help of many partners like the 

Canadian Wildlife Service (Environment Canada) and Ducks Unlimited Canada. 

 

In 1990 he was asked to move to the new Canadian Corporate Office located east of 

Second Marsh and to act as Manager of the McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve. Saving 

almost half of the former 81 hectare farm by agreement with Friends, GMCL agreed to 

transform the area into passive recreation with walking trails, tree plantings, etc. This 

process was ongoing from 1990 through 1997, when Jim retired from GMCL. They have 

however, retained him to remain as Manager to oversee maintenance of the area. 

 

Jim has been honoured numerous times with awards (33 in fact) for his work in 

conservation. He is especially proud of the following: 

Conservation Trophy (Federation of Ontario Naturalists) 1981 

Ontario Bicentennial Medal (Province of Ontario) 1984 

Canada 125 Medal (Government of Canada) 1993 

Environmental Citizenship Award (Environment Canada) 1993  

Special Certificate of Appreciation (President, General Motors of Canada Ltd.) 1997 

Watershed Award (Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority) 1998  

Certificate of Appreciation (City of Oshawa) 1999  

Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal (Province of Ontario) 2003  

Founders Award (Friends of Second Marsh) 2005 

 

Jim has spent most of his summers since 1983 in the Canadian Arctic, photographing birds 

and other wildlife. At home, in Orono, Ontario, with his wife Sherri, he enjoys gardening. 

 

 



George A. Scott: (D) 
  
George was one of the Founding Members of the Club in 1955. Self taught, George was 

a first class ornithologist, and an expert botanist. He served as an early mentor to many 

of the younger members of the Club in the 1950’s like Bill Neal, Glenn Owen, Jim 

Richards, John Theberge, and Ron Tozer. While George never held any ‘office’ within 

the Executive, he was an integral part of the ONC/DRFN. 

  

His contribution to our knowledge of birds, plants and other wildlife at Oshawa Second 

Marsh and in the general Oshawa area was unsurpassed at the time. As an accomplished 

artist, he contributed 63 line drawings for use in the ONC/DRFN newsletters over the 

years, and he was also known to paint watercolours as well. The first ONC logo was 

designed by George. He contributed numerous articles for publication in the club 

newsletter over the years. 

 

Although a very shy and retiring individual, he did lead a few tours of the waterfront 

marshes and ravines for club members, and he participated in every Christmas Bird 

Count from 1955 to 1991. He kept very detailed records of his observations starting in 

1944. His journals provide a unique perspective of the birdlife of this Region for over 

half a century. These records allow us to trace changes in species diversity and 

population numbers. Long term databases such as this are extremely valuable and 

exceedingly rare. While his diaries reflect observations throughout the general area, he 

spent most of his time along the Oshawa waterfront; Second Marsh in particular. 

  

He spent much time collecting plants and preparing herbarium specimens to document 

species occurrence in areas such as Second Marsh, Thickson’s Woods, and the Farewell 

Creek watershed, etc. As well, he maintained collections of bird skins, nests and eggs, 

seashells and mammals, etc., all of which ended up in the Royal Ontario Museum after 

his death. George passed away on April 28, 2001 at age 84.   

 

George was presented with an Honorary Life Membership in Friends of Second Marsh at 

their AGM on April 27, 1996. A pond along the ‘Waterfront Trail’ on the west side of 

Second Marsh was named Scott’s Pond by the Friends of Second Marsh and the City of 

Oshawa on May 10, 2001 in his honour. Friends of Second Marsh also have created an 

award in his name; the ‘George A. Scott Special Recognition Award’ for an outstanding 

contribution to natural history, presented annually to a member of the public. The 

Durham Environmental Advisory Committee in cooperation with the Regional 

Municipality of Durham has created an award in his name; the ‘George A. Scott 

Stewardship Award’ which is presented annually to a member of the public as well. 

 

George was responsible for establishing many ‘firsts’ for the Oshawa and Durham areas. 

Undoubtedly his most remarkable discovery was in 1962, when, on June 1, he found 

three occupied nests of the Little Gull in Oshawa Second Marsh.As well, George wrote 

an article for the Auk, to document this, the first nesting of Little Gull in the New World 

and the western hemisphere. 

 

 

 



  

 Dr. J. Murray Speirs and Doris H. M. Speirs: (D) 
  
Dr. J. Murray Speirs was a teacher and Professor of biology at the University of Toronto for 

40 years. During that time, he published countless articles on bird behaviour in the leading 

science journals (The Auk, Wilson Bulletin, The Condor, etc.) as well as in many magazines 

and newsletters. He was an expert on American Robins, and did much research dealing with 

Lincoln’s Sparrows. In fact, he his wife Doris wrote the chapter on Lincoln’s Sparrow in 

Bent’s “Life Histories of North American Cardinals, Grosbeaks, Buntings, Towhees, 

Finches, Sparrows, and Allies” published by the U.S. National Museum and the 

Smithsonian Institute in 1968. In the same publication, Doris contributed the chapter on the 

Evening Grosbeak, as she was certainly the North American expert on this species. From 

1973-79, he wrote a six-part series on the “Birds of Ontario County”, published by the 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists. In 1964, he co-authored “A Naturalist’s Guide to 

Ontario”, published by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. He was also a co-editor and 

life sciences consultant of the 12-volume series, the “Illustrated Natural History of Canada” 

in 1970. In 1985, he published his 2-volume “Birds of Ontario”. During the research stages 

of the above book, Dr. Speirs would employ local naturalists like Jim Richards and Ron 

Tozer to assist with the field work; it was great experience for them. 

 

In 1974, Murray and Doris were presented with the W.W.H. Gunn Award from the 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists. In 2000, at age 91, he was presented with a Distinguished 

Ornithologist award from the Ontario Field Ornithologists, wasrecognized by the Town of 

Pickering with a Lifetime Achievement Award, and received the Order of Canada.  

  

His meticulous notebooks, filled with detailed observations on birds and most other living 

things were almost legendary, as was his wooden tripod and blue tam. His home (Cobble 

Hill) in Pickering, Ontario was filled with one of the finest natural history book collections 

in private ownership. A friendly and gentle man, he was a mentor to an entire generation of 

naturalists, and his friendships with prominent ornithologists spanned the entire globe. 

  

He donated 12 acres of his property (Altona Forest) to the Metro Toronto Region 

Conservation Authority in 1995, known today as the J. Murray Speirs Ecological Reserve. 

He and Doris donated substantially to the purchase and preservation of Thickson’s Woods 

as they were very strong supporters of the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Foundation/Land 

Trust. They were also members and supporters of Friends of Second Marsh. While most of 

his library found its way to the Fisher Rare Book Library (U. of T.) some of his books and 

all of his science journals were donated to Friends’ library.  

 

 Murray was a Founder of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists in 1931 and was editor of 

The FON Bulletin from 1953-1961. He, along with Edge Pegg, co-founded the Pickering 

Naturalists in 1977. From 1947-1974, Murray worked for the Fisheries Research Laboratory 

and taught biology at the University of Toronto. 

  

Murray passed away on Sept. 2, 2001. He was mentor to many, a friend to all.  

  

Doris Huestis Speirs predeceased Murray in 1989. A naturalist, writer, painter and poet, 

Doris was an inspiration to all who knew her. As a painter, she was acquainted with 

members of the Group of Seven, particularly Lawren Harris with whom she formed a 

lifelong friendship. Doris was a Patron of the Art Gallery of Ontario and the McMichael 

Gallery in Kleinburg. 

 
 



  

In 1952, along with friends like writer Louise de Kiriline Lawrence, Sylvia Hahn, 

Margaret Nash, Olive Barfoot, Naomi Levay and others, Doris formed the Margaret 

Morse Nice Ornithological Society; the organization was limited to 12 members. 

(Margaret Nice was the researcher and author of the now classic two-volume set, 

“Studies in the Life History of the Song Sparrow”). An autobiography about Margaret 

Nice (“Research is a Passion With Me”) in 1979, was edited by Doris. 

 

Dr. John B. Theberge:  
  

Raised and educated in Oshawa, John began his birding and nature studies at an early 

age. History shows that it was mainly at the urging of John that other youngsters and a 

handful of adults were responsible for forming the Oshawa Naturalists’ Club, in March, 

1955. 

  

John went on to obtain a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife Biology at the 

University of Guelph in 1964. In 1966, he earned his Masters of Science in Zoology at 

the University of Toronto, and finally, he graduated with a Ph.D. in Zoology from the 

University of British Columbia in 1970. 

  

 John was a Professor of Ecology in the Faculty of Environmental Studies at the 

University of Waterloo, from 1970 to 2000. There, he taught courses in 

introductory and advanced ecology, conservation biology and ecological 

approaches to park management. He is currently an Adjunct Professor. 

  

His specialty being ecology of birds and mammals, particularly predator-prey 

relationships it led him in the direction of wolf research. In the course of his 

studies and research, John authored 4 books: “Wolves and Wilderness,” 1975 

(Dent Canada); “Kluane, Pinacle of the Yukon,” (Doubleday Canada); “Legacy, 

The Natural History of Ontario,” 1986 (McCleland & Stewart); and “Wolf 

Country, Eleven Years of Tracking Algonquin Wolves,” 1998 (M&S). He has 

also authored 10 book chapters, 47 scientific papers, 24 conference papers and 

46 popular magazine articles on various aspects of wildlife and wildlands 

conservation. 

  

John, along with his wife Mary, as a husband-and-wife biologist team, was 

central in the establishment of Kluane National Park in the Yukon. They were 

also mainly responsible for establishing a protection zone for wolves around 

Algonquin Park. They have produced a major scientific monograph and many 

other scientific papers on wolf ecology. Through television, radio and public 

presentations, they have promoted and championed an ecological ethic and 

concern for wildlands. They have also been involved in Regional planning in 

southern Ontario, and John has conducted major research on Arctic birds. 

  

As Chairman of a Federal-Provincial Task Force in 1986-87, John contributed 

greatly to the evolution of National Parks policy and the establishment of 

Grasslands National Park in Saskatchewan, Auuituk National Park on 

Ellesmere Island, and Bruce Peninsula National Park here in Ontario. 
 



Over the years, John has served on the boards or executives of various 

conservation organizations like: Federation of Ontario Naturalists, Canadian Parks 

and Wilderness Society, and the Nature Conservancy of Canada. He was also the 

Canadian representative on the World Conservation Union’s Wolf Specialist 

Group. 

  

John has been recognized many times for his life work, and he is especially proud 

of the following: 

2002 – Honorary Life Member, Ottawa Field-Naturalists Club 

2001 – Earthroots Award for Lifetime Achievement in Wildlife and  

 Wilderness Conservation 

1998– Harkin Medal, Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (with Mary 

Theberge) 

1993 – Equinox Magazine, Environmentalist of the Year (with Mary Theberge) 

1988 – Citation as one of 15 Canadians “Who did the most for the Canadian  

outdoors during the past 15 years”. (Outdoor Canada magazine) 

1984 – Honorary Life Member, Federation of Ontario Naturalists 

1984 – Elected Fellow, Arctic Institute of North America. 

  

John and his wife Mary currently reside in the South Okanagan of British 

Columbia. 

  Ronald G. Tozer: 
  

Born and raised in Oshawa, Ron is a Founding Member of the Oshawa Naturalists’ 

Club (now: Durham Region Field Naturalists). He served on the Executive for two 

terms. 

 Ron received his BA in biology and philosophy at the University of Toronto. He 

went on to earn a Ph.D. Candidate position in resource planning and conservation 

at University of Michigan.  

Throughout his career, he has received many honours, including:  

•Samuel Trask Dana Award in Conservation, (scholarship and leadership) School 

of Natural Resources from the University of Michigan (1969) 

•Phi Kappa Phi (postgraduate honorary society), University of Michigan (1970) 

•Richards Education Award from the Federation of Ontario Naturalists (1983) 

•Shan Walshe Award (excellence in park interpretation) from Ontario Parks 

(1995) 

•Directors Award, (dedicated service and expertise in natural and human history 

education)  The Friends of Algonquin Park (1996) 

  

Ron co-authored “Birds of the Oshawa-Lake Scugog Region, Ontario” in 1974 

with his friend, Jim Richards. In 2002, they edited a memorial booklet to their 

friend and fellow DRFN member, George A. Scott. Ron has also written or co-

authored about six other major works on natural history, and in addition, he has 

written numerous papers and articles in various newsletters and journals such as 

Ontario Birds. 

 

 



  

While still a student, Ron worked as a Seasonal Interpretive Naturalist in 

Algonquin Provincial Park and Presqu’ile Provincial Park from 1961 to 1971. 

From 1967 to 1970, he was a Teaching Fellow (Natural Resources Ecology), at 

the University of Michigan. From 1970 to 1971, he was a Lecturer (Natural 

Resources Ecology) at the University of Michigan. He was Park Naturalist at 

Algonquin Provincial Park from 1972 to 1996. From 1996 to the present time, 

Ron is a self-employed consultant in natural and human history education. 

 Ron is also a volunteer on several other provincial projects like: 

- North American Breeding Bird Surveys 

- Forest Bird Monitoring Project 

- Ontario Mammal Atlas Project 

- Nocturnal Owl Monitoring Survey 

- Marsh Monitoring Survey 

- Ontario Herpetofaunal Summary Project 

  

Ron is a regular on Christmas Bird Counts in various Ontario locations, including 

an Algonquin Count he has been organizing for 31 years, after initiating it in 

1974. He has participated in the Minden count for the past 34 years, since its 

inception in 1971. He attended the Pickering CBC for 16 years, and a count in 

Burks Falls for 13 years, and has participated in and compiled the Huntsville 

Count for the past 11 years (1994-2004). Ron and Jim Richards conducted a 

count from 1965-1970 on Scugog Island. Ron has been on every CBC for 

Oshawa for all 50 years of their existence! As well, Ron was the compiler of the 

count from 1962-1981. 

Ron has authored or co-authored 6 other books on natural history, all dealing 

with Algonquin Provincial Park. He has authored about twenty serious articles in 

science and birding journals (like Ontario Birds), and numerous lesser notes in 

Ontario Birds, OFO News and various   newsletters and magazines. In 2002, he 

co-authored a memorial booklet in honour of naturalist and friend, George A. 

Scott, published by the DRFN. 

  

  

A renowned public speaker, Ron is much sought after for numerous speaking 

engagements and MC duties at various functions. 

  

He is currently enjoying his retirement and his trailer; only used for frequent 

birding trips along with his wife Pat. He continues to reside at his long-time 

home in Dwight, Ontario.  

  

Ron is presently working on a manuscript for a book on the ‘Birds of Algonquin 

Park’. 
  

  

 



This drawing is by David Wysotski a current member of DRFN 

This drawing is by George Scott a founding member of ONC/DRFN 



First logo/letterhead of the Oshawa Naturalists’ Club  

 was designed by G. A. Scott, and used from 1956-1977. 

  

 

Second logo/letterhead was designed by Paul Bridges, 

and was used from Sept., 1977-1996. 

 

The current logo/letterhead (see front cover) was designed  

by  James Kamstra and was introduced in January, 1997. 

 


